[Vital capacity restitution curve: prognostic value in chronic decompensated respiratory insufficiency].
From a series of 50 patients with acute decompensation of chronic obstructive lung disease (38 of whom were treated by mechanical ventilation), the authors demonstrate the prognostic value of an easily obtained parameter of respiratory function: the vital capacity restitution curve (VCRC). From daily measurements of vital capacity, beginning on the day of admission, a graph is constructed which shows an initial period of increase in the degree of restitution, followed by stabilization of the values. An analysis of the various parameters embodied in this graph provides information about the prognosis. Such graphs can be divided into 3 zones of prognostic value: a favourable zone, an intermediate zone (mediocre survival with or without mechanical ventilation) and an unfavourable zone (death during the acute phase). Although a favourable prognosis can be made after 4 days of observation and almost always by the 10th day, an unfavourable prognosis cannot be made before the 21st day.